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QUESTION 1 
 
Select the best response for each item. There is only one correct answer. For example: 1.1: d 
 
1.1  The research process is a/an: 
 a. Haphazard process. 
 b. Scientific process. 
 c. Simple process. 
 d. Ambiguous process. 
 
1.2  Unemployment is related to crime is an example of a: 
 a. Complex hypothesis. 
 b. Directional hypothesis. 
 c. Simple hypothesis. 
 d. Null hypothesis.   
 
1.3  There is no relationship between diet and weight loss is an example of a: 
 a. Non-directional hypothesis. 
 b. Directional hypothesis. 
 c. Null hypothesis. 
 d. Causal hypothesis.    
 
1.4  An example of a demographic variable will be: 
 a. Married. 
 b. Ageing. 
 c. Sorrow. 
 d. Weight loss. 
 
1.5  An example of an independent variable would be:  
a. Exercise. 
b. Weight loss.  
c. level of blood glucose. 
d. Level of blood pressure. 
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1.6  A vulnerable population includes: 
 a. Mothers. 
 b. Adults. 
 c. Smoking population. 
 d. Pregnant women.  
 
1.7  Offering participants R20 for transport while participating in a research study is an example 
of: 
 a. An incentive.  
 b. Justice. 
 c. Deception. 
 d. Coercion. 
 
1.8  Anonymity in research means even the________ must not be able to link the names to the 
information: 
 a. Parents. 
 b. Students. 
 c. Participants. 
d. Researcher. 
 
1.9  The following is correct regarding human rights:  
 a. They only apply to the rich. 
 b. It’s just an opinion. 
 c. No one really know what they are. 
 d. They apply equally to all by virtue of being human beings.  
 
1.10  A text book will be an example of a: 
a. Tertiary source. 
b. A secondary source. 
c. A primary source. 
d. Highly reliable resource. 
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1.11  Sample is subset of: 
a. Population.  
b. Group. 
c. Distribution. 
d. Data. 
 
1.12  Probability form of sampling: 
a. Increases random error. 
b. Increases sampling error. 
c. Increases standard error. 
d. Reduces bias. 
 
1.13  Probability form of sampling is: 
a. Stratified random sampling. 
b. Snow-ball sampling. 
c. Convenience sampling. 
d. Quota sampling. 
  
1.14 Qualitative data analysis process is done concurrently with: 
a. Reporting of results. 
b. Statistician. 
c. Data collection. 
d. Questionnaires. 
 
1.15  Quantitative data analysis focuses on: 
 a. Numeric information.  
 b. Narratives.  
 c. Themes. 
 d. Participants. 
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1.16  Which of the following techniques yields a convenient sample: 
 a. Choosing volunteers from an introductory psychology class to participate. 
b. Listing the individuals by ethnic group and choosing a proportion from within each ethnic 
at random. 
c. Numbering all the elements of a sampling frame and then using a random number table to 
pick cases from the table. 
d. Randomly selecting schools, and then sampling everyone within the school.  
   
1.17  The following is important regarding a Poster presentation except: 
 a. Font size. 
 b. The literacy of the audience counts. 
 c. Time required per slide. 
 d. Colors.   
 
1.18  A length of an abstract should be: 
a. Not more than 500 words. 
b. Not more than 50 words.  
c. Not more than 100 words. 
d. Not more than 300 words.  
 
1.19 The following is incorrect regarding ethics of report writing: 
a. Data should not be invented or manipulated.  
b. The limitations and problems of carrying out the investigation should be concealed or 
ignored. 
c. Data or theories should not be stolen from others and reported as the researcher’s. 
d. Data should be honestly analysed and, as far as possible, interpreted without personal, 
political and emotional bias. 
 
1.20  The following is correct regarding in-text referencing: 
 a. It’s conducted the same way as a bibliography. 
 b. Initials and surnames of all authors must be included. 
c. Do not include author’s initials. 
d. Authors are written in an alphabetical order. *[20] 
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QUESTION 2 
 
Read the following case study and answer the related questions  
 
Child bearing is still regarded as a way to prove womanhood in some rural parts of South Africa. 
When a married couple cannot have children the blame is more often than not, placed on the women. 
They are left without a voice and some of them end up with Psychological and self-esteem problems. 
You find this of interest as a researcher and you have decided to choose a rural community in Kwa 
Zulu Natal to conduct your study. 
  
2.1 State two (2) possible research objectives for the study.  (2) 
 
2.2  State the research question for this study. (1) 
 
2.3  Describe the research design and method you would use to conduct this study.  (4) 
 
2.4  Describe your population and sampling method procedures for this study.   (5) 
 
2.5 Describe your data collection methods that you would use in this study. (8) 
*[20] 
 
 
QUESTION 3 
 
3.1 Define and calculate the following terms by using the scores below: 
7; 4; 7; 3; 9; 8; 5; 2; 6 
 
3.1.1 Mode. (2)
  
3.1.2 Median. (2) 
 
3.1.3  Mean. (3) 
 
 
 
    7/... 
- 7 - 
SUPPLEMENTARY EXAMINATION JANUARY 2018 
SUBJECT: PROFESSIONAL NURSING SCIENCE RESEARCH METHODOLOGY (PNS1C10) 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.2 Describe the coding process in qualitative research. (8) 
 
3.3 Ethical considerations are very crucial aspects of nursing research. Discuss the following key 
aspect of ethical considerations within research: 
 
3.3.1  The principle of beneficence. (3) 
 
3.3.2  The principle of justice.                                                                                         (2) 
*[20] 
    
 
QUESTION 4 
 
4.1 Identify the levels of measurement: 
 
4.1.1 The extent of the patient’s oedema. (1) 
 
4.1.2 The weight of the baby in kilograms (kg). (1) 
 
4.1.3 The age of participants in a given study. (1) 
 
4.1.4 The patient was happy to see his mother. (1) 
 
4.1.5 Today’s weather is 25 degrees Celsius. (1) 
 
4.2 Describe the purpose of literature review.  (4) 
 
4.3 Identify the sampling method used in each of the following statements: 
 
4.3.1  Twelve (12) people known to the researcher to have breast cancer and twelve people 
known not to have breast cancer.                                                                              (1) 
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4.3.2  Hundred (100) nurses from a list of nurses employed in hospital X (using a table of 
random numbers).                                                                                              (1) 
 
4.3.3  Twenty (20) ward sisters selected from a selection of Ten (10) hospitals located in 
one province. (1) 
 
4.3.4  Every 5th article published in Curationis during the period of 2012-2017. (1) 
 
4.3.5  A researcher wishes to study the effect of caffeine on sustained concentration, she 
chooses students in her class to participate in the study.                         (1)                                                                                             
 
4.4 Discuss and apply the following principles of trustworthiness in a qualitative study: 
 
4.4.1  Confirmability.  (3) 
 
4.4.2  Dependability.                                                                                                       (3) 
  *[20] 
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